


The ability for the Crown to engage on LNG and mandate work with hapa will depend on Crown resource
and capacity at any given time. In our experience mandate work takes at least 12 months to complete.
More time could be required if a proposed mandate faces challenges.

OTS currently has limited capacity, if any, for any additional mandate work. At the present time the Crown
negotiations work programme is full until at least 2020. Therefore, if a mandate for the withdrawn hapi is
achieved that does not necessarily mean the Crown would be able to commence negotiations
immediately.

In any case, any decisions regarding the timing of commencing negotiations, in response to hapi
withdrawal, would be made at that time with the information available at that time. Beyond this | am, at
this stage, unable to comment on the priority that would be accorded to the above work.

Please let us know if you have any questions arising from this letter.

Naku noa, na

Director, Office of Treaty Settlements



