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Cabinet Economic Policy 
Committee 

Minute of Decision 

ECO-24-MIN-0124 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority. 

Takutai Moana Financial Assistance Scheme: Interim Changes 

Portfolio Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations 

On 26 June 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee: 

Background 

1 noted that the Takutai Moana Financial Assistance Scheme (the Scheme) was established to 
support applicant groups with the costs of seeking recognition of their customary interests 
under the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011; 

2 noted that a significant funding shortfall for the appropriation was forecast for the 2023/24 
and 2024/25 financial years due to cost pressures from the court funding workstream; 

3 noted that the funding shortfall for 2023/24 has been addressed by allocation of funding 
from the Between Budget Contingency [CAB-24-MIN-0128]; 

4 noted that funding from the Between Budget Contingency for 2024/25 was not approved; 

Current forecast for 2024/25 

5 noted that the High Comt and applicant counsel have been advised of the funding situation 
for 2024/25; 

6 noted that, at this stage, all hearings scheduled for the 2024/25 financial year are going 
ahead; 

7 noted that Te Arawhiti has advised applicants that until options to manage within the fund 
are developed, the Crown cannot commit to funding any hearings in 2024/25; 

8 noted that, if all scheduled hearings go ahead and urgent changes are not made, the 
appropriation is expected to be fully committed by December 2024, and up to 
$16.049 million over appropriation by the end of the 2024/25 financial year; 

Addressing the shortfall 

9 noted that Cabinet has authorised the Minister of Finance and Minister for Treaty of 
Waitangi Negotiations to finalise and implement the settings for the Scheme following 
consultation as per Cabinet agreement or to return to Cabinet if there are any material 
changes [CAB-24-MIN-0128]; 
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Present: 
Rt Hon Christopher Luxon 
Rt Hon Winston Peters 
Hon David Seymour 
Hon Nicola Willis (Chair) 
Hon Brooke van Velden 
Hon Shane Jones 
Hon Chris Bishop 
Hon Simeon Brown 
Hon Erica Stanford 
Hon Paul Goldsmith 
Hon Judith Collins KC 
Hon Todd McClay 
Hon Tama Potaka 
Hon Simon Watts 
Hon Casey Costello 
Hon Melissa Lee 
Hon Chris Penk 
Hon Andrew Bayly 
Hon Andrew Hoggard 
Hon Mark Patterson 
Simon Court MP 

Officials present from: 
Office of the Prime Minister 
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 
Office of Hon Chris Bishop 
Office of Hon Erica Stanford 
Officials' Committee for ECO 
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